Riparian Areas
What is a Riparian Area?
It is the area that borders lakes, wetlands, and streams, linking water to land.
The combination of trees, shrubs, and grasses here directly influences fish like
salmon- Just like at the Sooke River pictured here

Benefits:
helps moderate water temperature
provides food, nutrients, and organic matter
buffer for runoff pollution
stream bank stabilization
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What's so great about Salmon?
Salmon are incredibly important for a variety of reasons. First
Nations in BC have a very special relationship with salmon.
They are more than a vital food resource; Salmon are featured
in legends, art, and ceremonies. They were also an important
trade item. Traditional methods of fishing have a focus on
sustainability, only keeping what they need to last the winter
and releasing the rest.
Salmon are an essential food item for many other
species like bears, orcas, wolves, and eagles. They
also transport nutrients between the ocean,
estuaries, and freshwater environments.

One of the amazing services of salmon is the
nutrients they provide to our forests. When bears
have finished their meal, whatever is leftover
decomposes and, as a result, Nitrogen from their
bodies enhances the soil. This helps shrubs and tress
grow!

Direct Vs Indirect Effects of Climate Change
A direct effect of Climate Change would be increased stress or loss of
Riparian Vegetation from warmer weather and wildfires.

Indirect effects would be seen in the salmon population from losing
the benefits these areas provide.
For example, without having this buffer from runoff pollution, the
water quality would be much worse.
Another example would be loss of protection from the sun, resulting
in warmer temperatures. Remember the heat wave we had in Summer
2021? Without vegetation cover, imagine how hot the water would
have been!
What other direct and indirect effects of climate change can you think of?

